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deed done for its own sake, but rather for an extraneous purpose. 
Simeon’s position is that if one did not intend to do an act of labor 
for its usual purpose, he is exempt from liability. ] 


[M] “Are you prepared to say that the law is R. Simeon’s, while in the 
view of rabbis, in any event the man actually has ploughed the 
field, likewise here, the man actually has harvested! [This is all 
Yosé’s question. People are not sure whether the law follows 
Simeon’s principle or not, and how can you be so sure in the 
present case that it does follow Simeon’s view?]” 


[N] Said R. Mana, “The views of rabbis support the position of R. 
Yosé [who was Mana’ s teacher). 


[O] “For R. Hiyya said in the name of R. Yohanan, ‘In the case of a 
salted fish that one pressed out, if he did so for its own sake [in 
order to eat it], he is exempt [from liability], but if he did so in 
order to get the brine out, he is liable. [Now Simeon’s view is 
that if one did it not for its own sake — in this case, to get at 
the brine is not for its own sake — he should be exempt.]’ 


[P 


— 


“So even if you say that this accords with the view of R. 
Simeon, [you may make sense of it]. But in accord with the 
position of rabbis, in any event, lo, the man has pressed out the 
fish; and in any event he has extracted the brine, [so he should 
be liable]. [Here then is another case in which we are not 
entirely sure whether the law follows the view of Simeon or of 
rabbis, just as above.]” 


[Commenting on M. 1:3F, the ashes are deemed made ready for use in 
covering the blood, that is, a lenient ruling], R. Abun in the name of 
rabbis over there: “That is to say that the ashes of the oven are 
regarded as ready at hand only for the purpose of carrying out the 
religious duty [of covering the blood, but not for other purposes].” 


Said R. Mana, “[That is the case] if the man did not prepare the ashes 
in advance. But if he had prepared the ashes in advance [for use on the 
festival day], they may be used to cover anything, including the 
religious duty of covering the blood, [but not merely that alone].” 


And this view accords with that which R. Shimi said, “R. Aha taught in 
the name of R. Judah, ‘If one prepared the ashes for doing the religious 
duty of covering up the blood, they may use the ashes for doing that 
religious duty only. [If he prepared the ashes for covering up] 
excrement, the ashes are used for covering up excrement [and also for] 
the religious duty [of covering up ashes].”” 


